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HQ USAF WASHDC/DAA 

7025 AIRPS RHEIN MAIN GE/DO 

TUSLOG DET 48-5 DIYARBAKIR TK/APO 

TUSLOG DET 48-4 ISTANBUL TK/AMT 

TUSLOG DET 48-1 ANKARA TK/APO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BEIRUT 1217 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, LE, TU, ASEC 

SUBJECT: HIJACKING OF TURKISH AIRLINER 

REF: (A) BEIRUT 1215 (NOTAL), (B) BEIRUT 1216 (NOTAL) 

1 . BEIRUT AIRPORT SECURITY OFFICIALS HAVE PROVIDED FOLLOWING 
ACCOUNT OF REF HIJACKING: 

A. TWO HIJACKERS OF TURKISH NATIONALITY, MOHAMED 
HASSAN HANAFI GHYZIL AND ISMAIL JAMAL ASHAN (AN ETHNIC 
ARMENIAN), BOTH 18 YEARS OLD, BOARDED AIRCRAFT AT 
DIYARBAKIR. AFTER ABOUT 45 MINUTES OF FLIGHT, THE 

TWO HIJACKERS DIRECTED THE PILOT AT PISTOL POINT TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PROCEED TO BEIRUT, WHERE THE PLANE LANDED AT 1547 HOURS 
WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION AND RUNNING LOW ON FUEL. 

B. DESPITE PRESS REPORTS THAT HIJACKERS ASKED FOR 
FIVE MILLION TURKISH POUNDS IN RANSOM AND FREE 
PASSAGE TO A PALESTINIAN CAMP, THEY IN FACT MADE 
NO RATIONAL DEMANDS. THEY WERE INCOHERENT AND 
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VERY AFRAID AND SEEMED TO UTTER FIRST THING THAT 
CAME INTO THEIR MINDS. ALTHOUGH PRIME MINISTER 
AL-HOSS AND INTERIOR MINISTER SALMAN WERE ON THE 
SCENE, A TURKISH EMBASSY OFFICIAL CONDUCTED THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. THE TWO HIJACKERS RELEASED THE 174 
PASSENGERS AT ABOUT 1630 HOURS. THE HIJACKERS 
REMAINED ON THE PLANE WITH THE CREW UNTIL ABOUT 
1855 HOURS AND THEN SURRENDERED TO THE POLICE. 

THE PLANE DEPARTED BEIRUT AIRPORT AT 2343 HOURS 
(NOT 2205 HOURS AS INDICATED REF B) FOR ANKARA. BOTH 
AMCIT PASSENGERS WERE ABOARD. 

C. THERE WERE NO INJURIES EXCEPT FOR THE 
CO-PILOT WHO WAS SUPERFICIALLY WOUNDED BY A SINGLE 
APPARENTLY ACCIDENTAL PISTOL SHOT WHICH 
RICOCHETED OFF THE COCKPIT CEILING, HITTING HIM BOTH 
IN THE LEFT CHEEK AND IN ONE LEG. THE HIJACKERS WERE 
ARMED WITH ONLY ONE PISTOL EACH. 

2. THE TWO HIJACKERS ARE BEING HELD AND THE 
INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING. AIRPORT SECURITY OFFICIALS 
PROFESS THEY DO NOT YET KNOW THE MOTIVE OF THE 
HIJACKING, OR WHY THE PLANE WAS DIRECTED TO BEIRUT. 
THEY SPECULATE THE HIJACKERS MAY HAVE CHOSEN 
BEIRUT MERELY BECAUSE THE PLANE WAS LOW ON FUEL. 
COMMENT: WE BELIEVE WE HAVE FAR FROM A COMPLETE 
PICTURE OF THE HIJACKING AND WILL REPORT FURTHER IF 
ABLE TO DEVELOP MORE INFORMATION. 

PARKER 
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